William Dickinson Jr.
April 16, 1924 - August 17, 2019

William Dickinson, Jr. of Midlothian, Texas passed from this life on August 17, 2019, in
Midlothian, Texas. He was born April 16, 1924, in Carbon Hill, Alabama, to William and
Alice Dickinson. He is preceded in death by his parents, two brothers, George Day and
Luke Day, and three sisters, Edna McDade, Clela Day and Bessie Wheeler. Survivors
include wife, Jimie Boyett Dickinson,two sons, Jerry Dickinson (Judy) of Wake Village,
Texas, Billy (Judy) of Springfield, Missouri, and two daughters, Marilyn (Steve) Bowen of
Red Oak, Texas and Carolyn (Richard) Keele of Houston, Texas. He is also survived by
ten grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren, whom he loved very much.
He was a veteran of WWII and D-Day and served in Patton’s famed 3rd Army. He
received a Bronze Star for saving the lives of American soldiers who had been wounded
when they were crossing a minefield. He crawled through the minefield and dragged them
to safety. He worked at Armco Steel in Houston for 37 years and never missed a day of
work! After retiring from Armco he drove a school bus and then worked at Randall’s
grocery store for several years. After coming home from the war he moved to Houston
where he met Jimi Boyett and they married on October 10, 1948. He was 24 and she was
only 16. She was 17 when their oldest son Jerry was born. Last October they celebrated
their 70th anniversary! Dad loved Jimi, his children and all his grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. They all loved to listen to Pawpaw tell stories about growing up during the
depression in a small coal mining town in Alabama and his exciting (and sometimes scary)
World War II stories.
Above all else, however, he loved Jesus and His church. He was not raised in a Christian
home and learned about the Lord from mom who was a devout Christian. Mom was a
member of the Church of Christ and took the 4 kids to church every Sunday without him.
Because of her influence he decided to turn his life over to the Lord. He was baptized in
1960 at the age of 36 by an Elder in the Church of Christ named Eugene Mensch. Dad
made a drastic change in his life and began to study the Bible and even to teach and
preach. Brother Mensch said he had never seen anyone develop as fast spiritually as dad.
He dropped out of school in the 8th grade, but he was well read in the Bible and a deep
and original thinker. He was brilliant at harmonizing scripture and had a unique style of
preaching that included using illustrations and anecdotes from his own life that captivated

his audience. He was not a “professional” preacher but he was a master communicator
and Bible teacher. He told his oldest son Jerry not long before he passed that he had
enjoyed being a Christian. What a great testimony and legacy he leaves his family and
friends, as well as brethren in Christ.
Dad requested that his Eulogy will be given by Chuck Morris. He also requested that his
obituary be given by Steven Bowen and a prayer by Richard Keele and congregational
singing be led by Gary Odom. He requested that his 6 grandsons be pallbearers.
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Comments

“

sorry for your loss

Mark Maxwell - August 21, 2019 at 07:05 PM

“

5 files added to the album Pawpaw

Jonathan Keele - August 20, 2019 at 11:21 PM

“

3 files added to the album Pawpaw

william keele - August 20, 2019 at 04:16 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of William Dickinson Jr..

August 19, 2019 at 02:09 PM

“

Nancy and I send our sympathy and Christian love to all the family as you sorrow
over Bill’s death. You are in our prayers. Dennis & Nancy.

Dennis & Nancy Smith - August 18, 2019 at 10:28 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of William Dickinson Jr..

August 18, 2019 at 09:48 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of William Dickinson Jr..

August 18, 2019 at 08:57 PM

“

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the family of William Dickinson Jr..

August 18, 2019 at 08:54 PM

“

4 files added to the album Pawpaw

Leah Hays - August 18, 2019 at 06:55 PM

“

I love my dad and I will miss our daily talks. He loved my mom deeply and took great
care of her for the last four years. He was a great father and pawpaw. I have no
complaints about our childhood. He taught us to love the Lord and always put him
first. Most of all thank you for giving me your organization skills. We are very much
alike in many ways. I love you and will miss you

Marilyn Bowen - August 18, 2019 at 01:10 PM

“

I loved my Dad. He was a great Father to all of us, Jerry, Billy, Marilyn and myself. He
made sure that we always put the Lord first. The thing I remember him the most for is his
constant reading and studying the Bible. That is what defined my Daddy. I was privileged to
spend numerous nights with him and Momma when they went to live in Midlothian, Tx. We
became even closer, and I will always cherish those memories. He will be missed greatly.
CAROLYN KEELE - August 18, 2019 at 02:31 PM

“

My dad was reminiscing awhile back and said, “I really enjoyed being a Christian!” I never
had heard anyone say it quite like that. He didn’t obey the gospel until he was 36 and made
a dramatic change in his life. He became a great leader in the church and one of the most
knowledgeable men on the Bible I have ever known. I told my siblings we need to inscribe
on his headstone, “I enjoyed being a Christian!” That’s the awesome legacy dad/Pawpaw
left us all. I’m glad he was ready to meet the Lord and we trust the Lord’s promise of being
with him again at the Lord’s return. Come quickly Lord Jesus!
jerry dickinson - August 18, 2019 at 03:20 PM

“

My dad was the "best man" who stood by my side when Judy
and I were married in 1973. That represents how I've always
felt about him. He taught me so many things by both word and
example-- how to love God with the whole heart, how to love
your wife and children and the importance of loving your
fellow-man. As far as I could tell, he had no fear of death
whatsoever. In fact, he welcomed it and longed to be delivered
from a body that had grown old and feeble. He once said, "No
one should live to be 95 years old." Like Paul in Phil. 1:23, he
was "in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and be
with Christ: which is far better." He not only taught me how to
live, but he also taught me how to die with faith, hope and
dignity. In some ways it is hard for me to realize that he is

gone. I'm sure that reality will sink in more and more as time
goes on. However, there is a sense in which he will always be
with me (because of the precious memories we shared
together and his godly example that will continue to inspire
me). I am looking forward to that "glad reunion day" that awaits
God's children!

Billy D. Dickinson
Billy D. Dickinson - August 18, 2019 at 07:05 PM

“

Chuck and I will always be grateful to have known Bill. He and Jimie both were such
wonderful examples to us.
Chuck and Ellen Jordan - August 18, 2019 at 08:41 PM

“

I had the great pleasure of caring for this wonderful man of God. I got to witness first hand
his love for his wife and his family. I also had the pleasure of discussing our faith and his
longing to go home. He will be greatly missed but I am rejoicing in the fact that he finally
got to go home. My prayers are with the family.
Mary Amyx - August 18, 2019 at 09:00 PM

“
“

Reg end I are so sorry for your loss. We will be praying for all of the family.
Tani Kinser - August 19, 2019 at 01:09 AM

I always enjoyed the time I spent with brother Bill. What a tribute to him to have such
staunch Christians in his four children!
Brett Hickey - August 20, 2019 at 10:17 PM

