Deacon ~ Dennis Phillip Bryant
November 15, 1937 - April 20, 2020

Dennis Phillip Bryant was born in Pittsburgh, PA, the third of five boys, on his parents’
wedding anniversary November 15, 1937. While Dennis was still in elementary school, the
family moved first to San Antonio, TX and then to Cleveland, OH, where he graduated
from Cathedral Latin High School. Dennis then attended John Carroll University,
participating in ROTC and graduating with a degree in Natural Science. During this time
he met the love of his life, Janet, on a blind date. They married November 4, 1961 at St.
Therese Catholic Church in Garfield Heights, OH. Dennis then entered the Army, where
he attained the rank of First Lieutenant during the Cuban Missile Crisis. His eldest
daughter Cheryl was born while he was stationed at Ft. Eustis, VA. Following an
honorable discharge from the Army, Dennis began his career in the cement industry in
Houston, TX. After a job related move to New Orleans, LA, his younger daughter Denise
was born. Eventually work brought Dennis and family to Midlothian. Ever the devoted
family man, Dennis also gave much time to civic and church activities. He belonged to the
Jaycees and Band Booster Club, served on the Library Board, coached girls’ softball,
donated to Manna House and served as an active member of the American Legion Chris
Kyle Post 388 and Legion Riders.
Spiritually, Dennis was a devout Roman Catholic Christian. As a member of St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Waxahachie, he taught high school religious education, and was active
in the Men’s Club and Knights of Columbus. At Mass he served as a hospitality minister,
scripture reader and Eucharistic minister, although not all at the same time! Dennis,
ordained a Permanent Deacon in the Roman Catholic Church in 1997, was first assigned
first to St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church in Grand Prairie, TX, and later to St.
Joseph Catholic Church in Waxahachie. His involvement with church activities grew.
Dennis ADORED being a Deacon because it meant serving God while serving others. He
attended the weekly rosary group in Midlothian and taught RCIA (for individuals desiring to
join the Catholic Church). He trained and coordinated altar servers. He was the spiritual
director for the local Legion of Mary Curia. He proclaimed the Gospel at Mass and gave
fantastic homilies. (Dennis loved to speak and educate.) He helped shepherd numerous
marriage annulment petitions through that arduous process. He held Communion Services

when a priest was not available to celebrate Mass. Dennis performed countless baptisms,
rosaries and funerals (many right here at the Midlothian Funeral Home). He taught respect
for the sanctity of life at ALL ages, from conception to natural death. (This was a subject
most near and dear to his heart.)
But wait! We’re not done yet! Dennis was a very busy man, even to the last! He adored
traveling, especially with his partner in crime, Janet. Together they made countless road
trips in the car to visit relatives and friends, and sometimes just to see the country. They
rode all the lower 48 states on Dennis’ trusty Hog. Dennis and Janet also traveled to
Hawaii and Europe. Even after Janet’s untimely passing on October 23, 2014, Dennis
carried on their traveling tradition, making numerous trips to Ohio and Florida to visit
family. He also carried out a lifelong dream he and Janet had, by traveling to the Antarctic!
(This trip included Dennis kayaking in the Antarctic ocean, and camping out overnight in a
tent!) He also made a religious pilgrimage to Fatima, Portugal. Lastly, we would be
absolutely remiss if we did not say a few words about Dennis, his patriotism and his Hog.
Dennis was a true patriot. He was very proud to have served his country in the Army. He
was very proud to be a member of the local American Legion chapter and the Legion
Riders. He flew the American flag at his home, wore one on his hat, had one on his shirt
and always had one on his Hog. And oh that Hog! How proud he was of it, always keeping
it shiny and well maintained! Any time the weather was nice and he felt up to it, he rode.
He loved the annual toy and various poker runs, cherishing the brotherhood of riders.
*All services are limited to only 45 people at Midlothian Funeral Home.

Events
AUG
1

Mass

11:00AM

St. Joseph's Catholic Church
500 E. Marvin, Waxahachie, TX, US, 75165

AUG
1

Graveside Service

01:00PM

Midlothian Cemetery
9th Street, Midlothian, TX, US, 76065

Comments

“

We enjoyed catching up with Dennis & Janet and their adventures at Deacon retreats
and Deacon Congress. He was a good man. Deacon Charlie & Linda Stump.

Deacon Charlie & Linda Stump - August 01 at 10:42 AM

“

Rest in peace my Good Friend Deacon Dennis. It was a pleasure have know a good
person, like yourself. My Wife and I share our deepest condolences to the Family
and
close friend. Guadalupe Landin, Past Faithful Navigator of Assembly 2265.

Guadalupe Landin - July 31 at 05:55 PM

“

Rest in peace Deacon Dennis. It was a pleasure knowing you. I really enjoyed your
stories and seeing your wonderful pictures. Gone but not forgotten.
Delia Garcia.

Delia Garcia - July 30 at 01:50 PM

“

7 files added to the album Memories Album

Nick - May 06 at 10:06 PM

“

Uncle Dennis, ever the goofball, re-enacting a scene from A Christmas Story in
downtown Cleveland in the late 80’s!

Monica - May 04 at 01:37 AM

“

Dennis was My historian the 2 years when I was the Commander, of the American
Legion Post 388. He was always, happy, and loved showing pictures of his travels
and telling stories about them. He was a pure delight to be around he will be missed.
To all his family and friends who will miss him, just remember God needed him. He is
now in a heavenly Kindom watching over you.

William Coakley - May 03 at 09:08 PM

“

Deacon Dennis was a light and inspiration to us at St. Michael the Archangel in
Grand Prairie. I loved his homilies, and his supportive patience made him a
wonderful teacher to altar servers like our daughter Andrea. His "wild" side was
always fun too!
He will always be remembered.
Mary Meza

Mary Meza - May 01 at 04:50 PM

“

Love and prayers, Martha Willis, Margaret&Ivana purchased the Small Garden Dish
for the family of Deacon ~ Dennis Phillip Bryant.

Love and prayers, Martha Willis, Margaret&Ivana - May 01 at 01:05 PM

“

Deacon Dennis was a dedicated servant of the Lord.We enjoyed his stories about
travel and family. We new him for about ten years. He gave much to St. Joseph
Congregation.
We send our Sympathy and Prayers to family. He was a friend. We are saddened
but, also celebrating the life of a very good person, We hope the photo we have
shared brings you peace and comfort. It was taken at Oktober Fest 2019 with Father
Leon Duesman.
Comfort and Prayers
Mark and Cynthia Forney
Waxahachie

Mark and Cynthia Forney - May 01 at 11:23 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Deacon ~ Dennis
Phillip Bryant.

May 01 at 10:52 AM

“

Jesse Hernandez, Scoutmaster - Boy Scout Troop 388, St. Michael's
On behalf of the troop, our condolences to the family and friends of Deacon Dennis.
He was a friend of the troop supporting the boys in there many fundraisers. Some of
the boys were trained by him to be altar servers.

Jesse Hernandez - May 01 at 01:36 AM

“

Deacon will so be missed. Really enjoyed his spiritual guidance and of coarse the
motorcycle rides.

tony pettit from st micheals g/p - April 30 at 03:33 PM

“

Genia Brents lit a candle in memory of Deacon ~ Dennis Phillip Bryant

Genia Brents - April 30 at 08:59 AM

“

We met Deacon Dennis and Janet at the St. Michael the Archangel Church back in part of
2000's when he was the Deacon at our church. They were very nice couple and very
helpful to us during our validation of marriage in church. In gratitude I presented him and
Janet a blessed Mother Mary statue from the Philippines back in 2013. I missed them. Rest
in Peace Deacon Dennis and now you are joined with your sweet wife Janet.
Genia - April 30 at 09:09 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Betty Burns - April 29 at 09:08 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Betty Burns - April 29 at 09:07 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Betty Burns - April 29 at 09:05 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Betty Burns - April 29 at 09:03 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Betty Burns - April 29 at 09:02 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Betty Burns - April 29 at 09:00 PM

“

Deacon Dennis and Janet were our family friends for a long time. We met them when
Deacon was assigned at St. Michael's Church in Grand Prairie. He was in-charge of
the RCIA and Altar Servers training for many years. Deacon was our Young Adults
Ministry mentor and guest speaker. In 2005, and 2010, he and Janet came as our
guest speakers at the Pines Catholic Center Retreat in Tyler with the young adults.
He was also our guest speaker during our retreat at Mt. Lebanon in Cedar Hill. We
spent several times going to the American Airlines Center to watch the Dallas Stars
Hockey. On occasion, he will come to our house to watch the hockey games on TV
and had dinner with us. On 2009, we went with Deacon Dennis for the Ellis County
Toy Run attended about 3,000 plus motorcycles. He came to our house to watch the
Dallas Stars Hockey and had dinner on February 21, 2020, not knowing that will be
our last day together. Deacon, thank you for your friendship. We will miss you dearly.
Rest In Peace.

Betty Burns - April 29 at 08:57 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Deacon ~ Dennis Phillip
Bryant.

April 28 at 08:45 AM

“

All of us at Tropical Travel will miss your smiling face Dennis. You were a very
longtime client that we saw frequently, and will miss greatly. We were honored to be
part of your worldly adventures, and loved hearing the inspirational stories, after each
return. You made a difference in this world. Many prayers for the family.

Sherri Shelton - April 27 at 05:31 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Lydia Diaz - April 27 at 10:21 AM

“

Dea r Cheryl and Denise , I am so sorry for your loss. Prayers rising for this
wonderful Man, father and friend. I have many fond memories of our families
together. Your friend Pat Grassmuck.

Pat Grassmuc, - April 25 at 04:57 PM

“

Cheryl and Denise, My prayers and thoughts are with you. Your Dad was an Awesome
Christian who enjoyed life to its fullest! It makes me happy to know that he is with your
sweet Mom that he loved so much!
Jan Armstrong - April 26 at 09:40 PM

“

Terry and I will sorely miss Dennis Bryant our dear friend and Deacon. He saw
happiness in everyday life and adored his best friend and wife, Janet. They are
together again in their eternal reward.

sandra and Terry Hutton - April 25 at 03:14 PM

“

Conrad and myself miss Deacon Dennis too. He will always be in our prayers. May God
give him eternal peace.
Mary Mendonca - April 27 at 12:09 PM

“

Everyone at St. Joseph's Catholic Church, particularly the parish Pro-life Group, misses
Deacon Dennis Bryant. At our pro-life group meetings, he always shared wisdom, insight,
jokes and prayers with us. The annual Ellis County Life Chain will not be the same without
his presence and prayers this year. May his example of faithfulness to God and friendship
to all people be an everlasting lesson to us all.
Our sympathies to Cheryl and Denise.
Georgia and Greg Fitzhugh
Georgia Fitzhugh - May 02 at 02:52 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tim Dugan - April 25 at 11:20 AM

“

Deacon Dennis was my RCIA sponsor and through his commitment to Christ and to me,
this incredibly special man helped guide me through a difficult journey back to the Church. I
will forever be grateful for his time, his openness, his warmth, and his honesty. The World
lost a giant, but I celebrate for him as he reunites with his beloved Janet in the glory of
Heavenly peace.
Tim - April 25 at 11:26 AM

“

We will miss Deacon Dennis very much. I so enjoyed our visits, from his wise
counsel to his funny wit. He was a sweet, kind, and gentle man. One special memory
was how he showed pictures of his gorgeous doctors. That is what he told me. I
loved all the pictures of his travels, too. Dear Cheryl and Denise, May friends give
you comfort, and may God give you peace.

Martha Reich - April 25 at 10:07 AM

“

Deacon Dennis was a very special guy. He loved his faith, his family and his
motorcycle. He loved to travel and Janet always said,"yes" when he suggested a trip.
We spent many an evening with dinner and visiting with him after Janet died. Will
miss his silly jokes, his wise counsel and his genuine love of mankind. Our hearts go
out to Cheryl and Denise.

Ann Artkop - April 24 at 05:42 PM

“

Dennis was a very special person here at Ash Grove Cement formerly known as
North Texas Cement. As an employee and retiree, he always had a smile on his face
and loved to tell the stories of Janet and him traveling and showed us pictures of
everywhere he went. He loved his family and his faith. We are going to miss him and
his visits to the plant. With deepest sympathy, Amy Keele with Ash Grove Cement.

Amy Keele - April 24 at 03:28 PM

