D. F. (Buster) Porter, Jr.
August 19, 1953 - March 8, 2019

D.F. “Buster” Porter Jr
Volunteered to serve in the USMC during the Vietnam war and served over 10 years. After
retiring as a Professional Air Traffic Controller he continued to teach air traffic controllers.
D.F. Porter, or Buster to those that knew him, was above all a teacher.
He taught his kids the important things in life – the honor system, how to lock yourself in
the bathroom as a toddler and how to hold an industrial incandescent lightbulb ‘just so.’
He made mistakes – like playing catch in the garage and house with fragile glass and
expensive speakers. But he was always willing to admit to them. Even if that meant
waking his kids up in the middle of the night to tell them so.
You could say he was a little stubborn. If you ever challenged him – at anything – you
likely lost. He would de-pants you in basketball, give you a “wet willy” while wrestling –
whatever it took. And don’t get started on board games….
But most of all, he was stubborn about the right things – that one’s word mattered, that
you got out of anything what you put in, and most of all, that family came first.
Buster put everything he had into his family. He’d make his kids stay up late to finish their
homework, but he was there with them. He indulged in every hobby they took on, coached
every team they’d play on and went the extra mile to ensure they knew their own selfworth. In life, he taught us all what family meant. And even now, he’s teaching us what life
is all about.
Survived by his parents Robert and Virginia Nelson, his wife of 38 years, Kathy Cook
Porter, his son Canyon Porter and his wife Liis, his daughter Sierra Porter and her
husband Juan Mondragon, and his son Bryce Porter and his partner Emily Steinbacher.
He has 5 grandchildren, Carsten, Lisanna, Lennart,Ava, and Kellen.
“That’s Not How I’d Have Done it”
It is what it is....
Memorial Party Saturday March 16 5:00 Midlothian Senior Center
4 Community Center Cir, Midlothian Tx 76065

Military Service July 8, 2019 at 11:00 DFW Nation Cemetery
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Comments

“

When I first moved back to Longmont CO. I joined a gym that Buster and kathy
worked out at. On my first visit, I accidently went into the mens dressing room. The
guy at the counter asked Buster what I was doing. He said Oh she's just trying to
make new friends. Boy was I embarrassed.

Angie - March 18 at 05:08 PM

“

Deanna lit a candle in memory of D. F. (Buster) Porter, Jr.

Deanna - March 18 at 12:18 PM

“

Kathy and all of your beautiful family.
I am so sad to here of your loss. Buster was truly a good guy!
We all had so many good times when our kids were young.
I have thought of all of you so often .
It looks like you had a beautiful celebration of life !
Love your long lost friend
Jackie
303-519-0773
call me sometime

Jackie - March 17 at 07:23 PM

“

Mr Porter sounds like a man of good values. Romans 2:14,15 Love hearing his approach to
his family and instilling values. These memories being shared are treasures and mean so
much to family and friends.
John 6:40 brings us so much hope for the future with loved ones we have lost to death.
May you find comfort in the hope.
Warm regards,
Dana
Dana Harris - March 18 at 10:32 AM

“

KENNETH BEARDEN lit a candle in memory of D. F. (Buster) Porter, Jr.

KENNETH BEARDEN - March 17 at 01:03 PM

“

Words can not express how we feel right now. The loss of Buster is heartbreaking.
His life was taken way too soon, but we find peace in knowing that Buster lived a "full
life". As we have taken this "Journey of Life" with him, we have had the privilege of
watching him grow from a teenager with little self confidence to a man who thought
he could do anything and pretty much did! He experienced life to the fullest. He was
dedicated, intelligent, productive, adventuresome, caring, fun-loving, witty, great
listener, advice-giver and teacher.
Buster loved life! That was evident by the love he showed for his friends and
especially his family. His family meant everything to him. Jinx and Robert, Buster
thought the world of you two and never wanted you to experience the loss of another
son, He wanted to take care of you and see you through your lives. Kathy, he loved
you more than you will ever know. Even though he gave you a good spar every now
and then, he loved the challenge you gave him and the fact that you kept him "in the
right lane". He especially loved his children, Canyon, Sierra and Bryce. He would do
anything for you guys and was so proud of you all. Liis, Juan, and Emily....he loved
you all just like his own. He was the proud "Papa" of Carsten, Liisanna, Lennart, Ava
and Kellan and wanted so much to see you all grow up. Buster left a wonderful
legacy behind for sure. Always remember that he is still with us all as long as we
keep his memory alive. We all have a lifetime of memories of this wonderful man and
he will forever hold a special place in our hearts.
With deep sorrow and love,
Lisa "Lou" and Kenneth Bearden

KENNETH BEARDEN - March 17 at 12:57 PM

“

27 files added to the album Memories Album

KENNETH BEARDEN - March 17 at 12:52 PM

“

15 files added to the album Memories Album

KENNETH BEARDEN - March 17 at 12:30 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of D. F. (Buster) Porter, Jr..

March 16 at 12:02 PM

“

Kathy lit a candle in memory of D. F. (Buster) Porter, Jr.

Kathy - March 16 at 10:49 AM

“

1 file added to the album Buster

Kathy - March 15 at 02:43 PM

“

1 file added to the album Buster

Kathy - March 15 at 02:41 PM

“

2 files added to the album Buster

Kathy - March 15 at 02:40 PM

“

I met Buster, my future father-in-law, in the summer of 2007. I was pregnant with my
first son Carsten, his very first grandchild. Since the day we met, Buster has always
treated me like I was his daughter - he was the Dad I never had! That first summer
he gave me a present, a little green bucket with shovels (to take to our first family trip
to Jamaica). After seeing everyone around me chuckle, I realized it was a prank but I
was still thankful. I have cherished this bucket ever since, like it was the most
valuable gift I’ve ever had. It still means something to me. I was part of his family now
and therefor deserved to be treated just like his own kids, with humor, kindness and
unconditional love. Today I am mourning, not only because my husband Canyon lost
his father or for our children losing their Papa, but because I will never be able to
experience the warmth of a father/daughter relationship that Buster gave me. I will
always cherish his advice on solving an array of life’s problems: from deeply serious
emotional hurdles, like how to deal with grief when my grandma passed, to more
practical, everyday problems like buying a dryer (relying on Consumer Reports data
that he had memorized, of course) or even a “simple” garbage disposal repair that I
mastered thanks to his step-by-step instructions. Whatever caused me heartache,
Buster always found time to patiently listen and give his best advice. I am thankful for
being able to know this beautiful man and will forever carry him in my heart. I am
happy that for almost 12 years I also had The Best Dad!

Liis Ahonen-Porter - March 14 at 07:22 PM

“

Buster is already very, very missed. We have loved knowing him, working with him
(Skip) traveling with him, playing tennis, camping, hiking, drinking wine, his great
sense of humor (White Elephant Gifts!) and much much more. Our lives are better for
knowing him, and we have lost a dear friend.
With much sympathy and love for your entire family and friends.
Skip & Deanna Marsh

Deanna Marsh - March 14 at 06:10 PM

“

Kathy Buster will certainly be missed. Condolences to the entire family. All of you are
in my prayers. If we can be of help to you, just let us know.
Love Agnes

Agnes Nelson - March 14 at 04:51 PM

“

Kandi Krumm & Boys lit a candle in memory of D. F. (Buster) Porter, Jr.

Kandi Krumm & Boys - March 14 at 09:11 AM

“

Kelly Chance lit a candle in memory of D. F. (Buster) Porter, Jr.

Kelly Chance - March 13 at 10:28 PM

“

Buster came into my life when I was 22. We were both Marines. He became my best
friend and Scuba buddy. We married and left the Corps. He became an Air Traffic
Controller and loved his career. He coached all our kids sports teams. We travelled
and took our kids scuba diving, camping, and enjoying life to the fullest, he and
Bryce even flew airplanes. I asked him of his bucket list and he said he had none. He
felt he had all he ever wanted and had seen all he dreamed of seeing. He was
satisfied with his 65 years . I wanted at least 20 more with him, but here’s to Buster
and living a great life. I love you always Buster.

Kathy Cook Porter - March 13 at 09:55 PM

“

Buster came into my life when my brother, Robert Nelson, married his mother. He
was about 8 years old. He was welcomed into the Nelson family with open arms &
has always been a joy to be around. He always had a smile for everyone. He will be
missed at our family gatherings. We extend our sympathy to your Mom, Dad, Kathy
& your children & their families. Love to all.

Jettie Vincent - March 13 at 05:13 PM

“

Jettie Vincent lit a candle in memory of D. F. (Buster) Porter, Jr.

Jettie Vincent - March 13 at 05:04 PM

